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This study involved the preparation of a set of 32 tape recordings of speakers 
of standard regional varieties of English in the United States and Canada, and the 
preparation of descriptive materials to accompany the tapes. Each tape. includes (1) 
replies to 237 items based upon the pronunciation items pf. the Linguistic Atlas of 
the United States and Canada,” (2) minimum contrast sets, (3) a reading of "Arthur the 
Rat." and (4) a passage of spontaneous speech. These tapes may be used by 
scholars for studying the regional standards of spoken English or by high schools 
and colleges to illustrate variations in spoken English. Speakers from the following 
states an<ji provinces were taped: Alabama, California. District of Columbia, Georgia, 
Illinois, Kentucky. Louisiana. Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota. Missouri. New York. 
Pennsylvania. South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, British Columbia. Manitoba, New 
Brunswick. Nova Scotia. Newfoundland, and Ontario. Copies of the tapes will be made 
available at cost to institutions and scholars from the Illinois Institute of Technology. 
Chicago. (A copy of the questionnaire used to elicit replies comprises approximately 
half of this report, and a one-page catalog of the tapes is included ) (Author/LH) 
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The research reported herein was performed pursuant to a 
contract with the Office of Education, U. S. Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, and to a subcontract with 
the Illinois State-Wide Curriculum Study Center in the Pre- 
paration of Secondary School English Teachers, University 
of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois. Contractors and subcontrac- 
tors undertaking such projects under government sponsorship 
are encouraged to express freely their professional judgment 
in the conduct of the projects. Points of view or opinions 
stated do not, therefore, necessarily represent official 
Office of Education position or policy. 
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The tape collection has grown out of a desire to have 
samples of spoken standard English readily available for 
study. It has been a co-operative project and one which 
we hope will eventually be a major resource in dialectology. 

Many colleagues have made the work possible: Charles 

Allen, Harold B. Allen, Walter P. Avis, Marvin Carmony, 
Kenneth Croft, P. D. Drysdale, Lawrence M. Foley, R. V. 

Gregg, J. Hewson, A. M* Kinloch, David to. Maurer, Raven I. 
McDavid, Jr., Raymond 0»Cain, George B. Pace, Robert Parslow, 
Lee A. Pederson, William Shlager, Roger Shuy, Riley B. 

Smith, Robert P. Stockwell, Rudolph Troike, Huling E. Ussery, 
Frederic B. Viaux, M. G. Wanamaker, Juanita Williams, 

Gordon R. Wood. 

IIT colleagues and students: Lawrence M. Davis, 

Barbara Eichler, Louanna Furbee, Emily Pettigrew Morris, 
Elizabeth Munger, Dagna Simpson. 

To all of them I express my sincere thanks. 



A. L. Davis 
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SUMMARY 



is a ffffigST ■ 2 1 4^“ ca " | nglish ; J^ted States and Canada 

eiation^ ^ =*L 32 S6 , S of * a P es illustrating the'^Jonun- 

Tnsoa?L «5 ^^f ed S f eak ? rS fronl the blowing communities: 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama; Los Angeles, California; San Francisco, 

Genrcria" X «a Washington, D. C. ; Atlanta, Georgia; Augusta, 

S r tlnak i 1 Ge °J gia; , CMcag0 > Illinois? Collinsville, 
Illinois; Louisville, Kentucky; New Orleans, Louisiana; 

Baltimore, Maryland 5 Boston, Massachusetts; Minneapolis, 
York e r?^ S Kansas City, Missouri; St. Louis, Missouri; New 
E***’*! **£* Plttsb urgh, Pennsylvania*, Columbia, 

T^va o ■ Carolina ; Lebanon, Tennessee; Memphis, Tennessee*, Dallas, 

rUi £ Te *! s \ Salt ^ke City, Utah; Vancouver, 
1 C ?i™ bl f , 5 Winnipeg, Manitoba; Saint John, New Bruns- 

Toronto^0ntario? Va ** J ° hn ’ S ’ Newfoundla ™ 3 > a «> 



Each tape includes replies to a questionnaire based 
"J 8 ?! upon the pronunciation items of the Linguistic Atlas 
of the United States and Canada. The tapes also include 
Pininwm contrast sets, a reading of "Arthur the Rat" in 
Cassidy s revision, and a passage of spontaneous speech. 



tapes are a body of data for studying the regional 
standards of spoken English. They may be used by scholars 
for research, or by the schools as illustrations of the way 

in ? e countries - Illinois Institute of 
Technology will make the tapes available at cost to institu- 
tions and interested scholars. 
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PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 



Although American English has been studied intensively 
by many scholars during this century, as yet there exists no 
readily accessible body of data on pronunciation, collected 
with adequate controls, which samples standard English of the 
United States and Canada. 

Because American English in its standard regional 
varieties shows few grammatical differences, we need a highly 
structured investigation of pronunciation which does differen- 
tiate the standard dialects. The data collected must be com- 
parable; that is, it must be possible to find out what each 
dialect does in comparison to others. Tape recording and 
the cooperation of linguists have made it possible to make a 
survey of the pronunciation of standard English for the two 
countries in a relatively brief time for this study. 



OTHER SURVEYS 

Two large-scale investigations have been undertaken to 
supply the needed data for American dialect studies: The 

Linguistic Atlas of the United States and Canad a, a project 
begun in 1932, which will eventually cover the two countries 
using the technique of direct interviews by trained phone- 
ticians. At the present writing (1969) field work remains 
to be completed in parts of Canada, the interior South, and 
several states west of the Mississippi. Editing this huge 
mass of information is a task which may not be completed for 
another decade. The Linguistic Atlas of New England was 
published in 1939-43, and consists of three folio volumes, 
each bound in two parts. Editorial work has begun on the 
collections of the Middle and South Atlantic States Atlas, 
which includes all of the remaining Atlantic Coast states and 
West Virginia. This editorial job will probably take at 
least another five years. The collections for the Middle West 
(Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Michigan and Wisconsin) 
are complete but unedited. Harold B. Allen, University of 
Minnesota, is editing the Upper Midwest collection (Minne- 
sota, North and South Dakota, Nebraska and Iowa). Materials 
for California, Nevada, and the Pacific Northwest are being 
edited by David W. Reed, University of California, Berkeley, 
and Carroll E. Reed, University of California, Riverside. 

The second major Investigation is the Dictionary of 
American Regional English under the directorship of 
Frederic G. Cassidy. This survey is an attempt to collect 
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